From NB to the Chesapeake 
(The following is a very compressed version of our logs and emails. It is intended to be the first of a four part series. [Mike]) 

Our first trip to the Bahamas was also our first trip down the coast of Maine and we felt very lucky to be able to tag along with Imagination as far as Portland. From Portland we made the short trip to Biddeford Pool and stayed on one of the BPYC moorings, from there we went to York Harbour. The tide is very swift and can cause some interesting handling in short quarters. There are moorings available from the Harbourmaster. In the summer they have a  trolley that runs all around "The Yorks" (York Harbour, York Beach, York Village, York River, ...) We were too late for the Trolley but enjoyed walking all over town and picking up bread and muffins at the local bakery. 

Our next stop was in Glouchester Mass. Glouchester is riding on it's fame from "The Perfect Storm". Glouchester is a fishing town beginning to get a tourist boom. The salty character is still present and its chandleries still cater to working fisherman. The city hall is definitely worth a visit to see the art, architecture, and the real fisherman's memorial.  >From Glouchester we crossed to Plymouth and picked up a mooring at the Plymouth Yacht Club. Plymouth is another walking town. Highlights include a replica of the Mayflower, Plymouth Rock, and amazing display of living rats that are were crawling all over the rocks and lines around the Mayflower. (I did mention being on a mooring, didn't I!) We were home early to ponder over Reed's Nautical Almanac to time our next morning entrance into the Cape Cod Canal. 

There were six or seven boats at the east end of the canal and sixty or seventy on the west end. We covered the whole length of the canal in 50 minutes and the water temperature went from 19C to 23C. The marinas are pricy on either side of the canal so we tried to make as much distance from the canal as we could before but were still the expensive range at New Bedford. It gave us extra encouragement to make the distance to a friend's (FREE) mooring on the Sakonnett River. Where we relaxed for awhile and attended with Newport Boat Show with Kent, Michelle, Jeff and Wandy. They drove all the way from NB just to take us to the boat show ;-) 

We did a 44 mile day into the inner harbour at Stonington CN to get protection from Tropical Storm Gordon. The mooring was expense($40US) but safe if Gordon hadn't fizzled to a heavy rain.  Stonington is just inside of Watch Hill RI and on the way in we picked up 1.5 knots of current. The currents between Stonington and Clinton CN and on into the entrance of Long Island Sound are stronger than we expected and fortunately with us. We arrived in Port Jefferson a little early. The next day we made Port Washington and stayed at probably the friendliest club of the trip, the North Shore Yacht Club. NSYC also is a great staging area for Hell Gate. We left NSYC at high tide and arrived at Hell Gate at almost slack. We seemed to get pushed into Hell Gate on a rising tide, went through on a slack and then caught the falling tide out on the other side. A nice trip through Hell Gate was comforting. Hell Gate is a junction between the Harlem River, Long Island Sound, and the East River.  We wanted to be into a safe harbour as tropical depression Helene was scheduled to arrive. We slipped into Great Kills Harbour on Staton Island rather than Sandy Hook NJ as the first northeaster was sheduled to blow and we wanted a safe place to hide and wait for a good weather window for an outside passage down the coast of NJ. 

After a couple of days we had a weather window that gave us wind at our back down the coast of NJ. The NJ coast is a long beach with only a few inlets that we can get into, Manasquan, Atlantic City, and Cape May. The Shrimp Box Restaurant in Manasquan NJ will let you tie up for $20, which will be deducted from your bill if you eat at the restaurant. (Rafting is expected). Eight couples, mostly Canadians, went out to eat, swapped stories and had a great time. We broke out early and headed down to Atlantic City. Atlantic City is expensive and they know they have a captive market. The anchorage is poor and backs onto a low bridge. We tied on to a  wall at Kammerman's Marina for $1.75/foot.  The next day was a small craft advisory for NE winds (at our back) and it made for a boisterous trip to Cape May. We arrived early and anchored just to one side of the Coast Guard station. 
Listening to the weather forecast we discovered the winds were clocking to be E 10-15, ideal for a sail up the Delaware Bay. We also discovered by talking to others that if you are at the mouth of the Delaware Bay at the beginning of low slack you can get almost a 12 hour run of the tide with you (up the bay with a favorable current and down the C&D canal with a favorable current).  We joined the 20 or more boats pulling anchor in the dark the next morning and ran the bay sailing along until the winds turned on the nose from the nuclear power plant to the mouth of the C&D canal. We settled into the Summit North Marina in the C&D canal, just six miles from the Chesapeake Bay and celebrated a end of the first major leg of our journey. 

Here is a table of the places we stopped with distances. 
Place we stopped  Distance to next stop 
St Andrews NB    36 
Cutler ME             51 
Northeast Hbr       38 
Rockland               38 
Boothbay Yacht     32 
Falmouth(Portland) 20 
Biddeford Pool      22 
York Harbour       38 
Glouchester MA    40 
Plymouth               39 
Fairhaven             30.9 
Sakonnet River RI   37.5 
Stonington CT      28.9 
Clinton CT             37.7 
Port Jefferson, NY 34 
Port Washington     28 
Great Kills Hbr       28 
Manasquan NJ       45 
Atlantic City         35 
Cape May, DE      43 
C&D Canal 

Heading South (Part 2 of 4) 
  By Michael MacDonald 
October was spent in the Chesapeake Bay. The Chesapeake has to be sailed to be appreciated. Water is sometimes a little thinner than we liked but we adapted. We were willing to crawl aground three times trying to get into an anchorage before we gave up and tried another anchorage. There are lots of very pretty, well protected, and secluded anchorages around. We spent a month going the 200 mile length of the Chesapeake. We are planning on spending another couple of months there this spring.  Norfolk VA is at the southern end of the bay and is the north end of the Intracoastal Waterway (ICW). 

Just a few miles into the ICW you have to choose which between two routes to the Albermarle Sound, the Virginia Cut or the Great Dismal Swamp Canal(GDSC). We choose the GDSC. It was so great we did the GDSC on the way back as well. At the end of the GDSC is Elisabeth City, a truly cruiser friendly, not to be missed city. We  waited for a good weather window and headed across Albermarle Sound and into Alligator River.  The Albermarle is one of the sounds on the ICW that can kick up a nasty chop. 

We picked our way down the Alligator-Pungo Canal intending to stop at one of the anchorages near a bridge, but it was full of barges with stuff  for making a new high bridge, and we had to continue on. We anchored just above the Upper Dowry Creek Marina ready to jump early for a run toward Oriental NC. We were out early and had to settle for Broad Creek just shy of Oriental. We continued on to the Beaufort City Dock where we were able to use the loaner car for an hour. We did a bunch of errands (groceries, hardware stores, and stuff) and played tourist. It was here we awaited the results of the US Presidential Election (and didn't get any). 

We were up early and it was foggy but not too bad. We left and it socked in hard. We came back and anchored waiting for the fog to lift. After a half hour of trying to set the anchor we started to drift again so we pulled anchor and left. Slowly picking our way through the fog around Radar Island. 

We staged into Barefoot Landing by anchoring in a small creek on the North Carolina-South Carolina border. Barefoot Landing is a shopping mall with transportation to many other malls easily available. Just before Barefoot Landing is "The Rock Pile" an area that was cut out of rock. Boats often ask if there is commercial traffic in the Rock Pile before entering. There simply isn't room to meet a barge, and the edges are sheer and very solid rock. 

We left Barefoot Landing and stopped for the night in Prince Creek, one of our favorite anchorages. Between Barefoot Landing and Georgetown is one of the prettiest sections of the ICW.  The Coast Guard was checking every boat just south of the Coast Guard station and we turned north and into a marina just before their checkpoint. We missed the boarding  by being underway before they got setup in the morning. 

Charleston was our next major stop. The Ashley River Marina is a great spot with reasonable protection and a free shuttle for shopping and playing tourist. We had a great time walking around Charleston. From Charleston it was a three day trip to Beaufort SC. The people in Beaufort were very very friendly and helpful. The cold had set in and after several days of damp cold we were in search of heat. We ended up building a 30 amp extension cord  with GFCI protection so we could plug in our electric heater. We spent a great night in the drying heat of our cabin. 

Our next major stop was Savannah Georgia. We stayed at the Palmer Johnson Marina, where they do multimillion dollar refits of Yachts. We taxied into Savannah and did a Gray Line Tour. Savannah is a marvelous place steeped in Southern culture. If you ever plan on visiting Savannah read "Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil", a wonderful glimpse of Savannah culture.  >From Savannah  to Florida is four days and three nights of  saw grass and mud. 

Fernadina Florida is right on the Florida Georgia border. We stayed at the city marina near the anchorage where there were several boats. We left early the next day. The following night a sailboat swung into the channel and was run over by a barge, two college age kids were on board. One was able to swim free before the barge struck. The other was lost. 

St Augustine is a major scale tourist trap. The municipal marina is right downtown beside the Bridge of Lions. It is an ideal spot for visiting. We were at the municipal marina on the way down and Comache Cove on the way back. We found Comache Cove better. 

A few days later we were at Kennedy Point Yacht Club where we left the boat for Christmas. 

Places we stayed               Mile Marker on ICW 
Norfolk VA                    0 
Dismal Swamp Visitor Center  23.7 
Goat Island                  38.9 
Elisabeth City               44.8 
Alligator River Marina       76.7 
Upper Dowery Creek          132 
Broad Creek                 173 
Beaufort Docks              204 
Mile Hammock Bay            244 
Wrightsville Beach          283 
Pipeline Canal              311 
Calabash Creek              341 
Barefoot Landing            354.4 
Prince Creek                382.6 
Georgetown Landing Marina   403 
Price Creek                 448 
AshleyMarina Charleston     469.4 
Tom Point Creek             495.5 
brickyard creek             530.7 
Downtown Marina Beaufort    536.3 
Palmer Johnson Thunderbolt  583 
Cattle Pen Creek            625.5 
Frederica River @ fort      667.4 
Fernadina Harbour Marina    716.5 
Jacksonville Beach Marina   747.4 
St Augustine                778 
Cement Plant                809.1 
Power Basin                 841.7 
Kennedy Point Yacht Club    883 

Heading South (Part 3 of 4) 
By Michael MacDonald 
After returning from our Christmas break, we spent a few days getting the boat ready to continue on the Bahamas.  Kent Ross and Michelle Horncastle joined us hoping to cross to the Bahamas. We started heading south ready to jump across at the first weather window. Two weeks later, we were still waiting for a weather window and they were headed home. 

Roger and Jackie Cox came down hoping for another weather window.  We didn't get one but we did get a nice run down into the Keys.  If you ever get a chance to do the snorkling at John Pennencamp State Park, Roger says it is wonderful. 

We put Roger and Jackie on a plane and a one day weather window opened. We jumped from No-Name Harbour toward Cat Cay. We got across the Gulf Stream and the window closed. We ended up spending three very expensive days in Cat Cay. Doing it again I would wait for a three day window.  We left in the company of two other boats and sailed to a point 5 miles west of Russell Light. We anchored in 14 feet of water 30 miles from the nearest rock that broke the surface of the water.  We stopped at Chub Cay before going on to Nassau. 

Nassau is a great stop with lots of stuff to see and do. We stagged to Rose Island to get a good run across to the Exumas, a chain of islands down the center of the Bahamas. We left early the next morning and started our way across the Yellow bank. An hour later we were in the middle of a Mayday situation anchored beside a sinking sailboat. Bonnie handling radio communications and Mike onboard the boat trying to help there. Bahamas Air Sea Rescue Association (BASRA) and the Bahamas Defense Force(BDF) were skilled, professional, and efficient. They towed Minstrel back to Nassau. We followed with the first mate on board. We pulled back into Nassau and helped Minstrel get back into operation. 

A big front was coming and everyone was putting  down extra anchors or stringing extra lines. We headed for cover inside the salt pond on Rose Island stuck down a couple of anchors and waited for the storm to blow through. A week later we were on our way again. We stopped at Highborne Cay and then Norman Island.  From Norman we radioed ahead and put our name on a waiting list for a mooring at Exuma Land and Sea Park. 

Exuma Land and Sea Park is a special place in the world. Don't miss it. 

We continued on to Staniel Cay, Lee Stocking Caribbean Research Center, and Georgetown, where we picked up Tony Fitzgerald, a friend from working days.  We spent a few days booting around Georgetown and then headed back up to Nassau via Lee Stocking, Black Point, Staniel Cay, Warderick Wells, Shroud Cay, Allan Cay, and finally Nassau. 

Tony left from Nassau and a good weather window opened. We moved up through the Berry Islands and arrived at Port Lucuya. Our weather window was holding and we intended to go from Lucuya to West End then to Lake Worth. We left Lucuya and heard the screams of boaters leaving West End. The only marina in West End changed the price from $0.65/foot to $1.75/foot overnight without telling or grandfathering any of the people in the slips. We decided to keep on sailing the 40 extra miles through the night to arrive at Lake Worth. We went from Nassau to Fort Worth in one window and it closed within hours of our arrival. It didn't open again for over three weeks. 

We continued our way back to Kennedy Point Yacht Club just in time to see the Space Shuttle blast off. 

Places we stayed             Distance to next spot or ICW marker 
Kennedy Point Yacht Club     883 
Melburne Bridge              918 
Vero Beach Municipal Marina  951.7 
Manatee Pocket Stuart        987.9 
Lake Worth Anchorage        1014.2 
Lake Boca Raton             1047.8 
Hollywood Marina            1072 
NoName Harbour              1096 
Crandon Park Marina         1092 
NoName Harbour              1096 
Angelfish Creek             1120 
Tarpon Basin                1140 
Elliot Key                  1112 
Crandon Park Marina         1092 
NoName Harbour                55 miles 
Gun Cay Bahamas                2 
Cat Cay                       48 
5 M West of Russel Light      41 
Chub Cay                      39 
Nassau Harbour Club            6 
Bottom Harbor Rose Island     19 
Nassau Yacht Haven             9 
Salt Pond Rose Island         37 
Highborne Cay Marina          13 
Norman's Cay                  20 
Warderick Wells Exuma Park    20 
Staniel Cay, Club Thunderball 35 
Lee Stocking                  28 
Sand Dollar Beach              1 
Exuma Docking Georgetown       1 
Volleyball Beach              26 
Lee Stocking                  28 
Black Point                    8 
Staniel Cay, Club Thunderball 20 
Warderick Wells Exuma Park    16 
Shroud Cay                    16 
Allen's Cay                   30 
Nassau Harbour Club           35 
Cabbage Cay                   20 
Great Harbour Cay(North)      51 
Lucayan Marina Village        62 
Port of Palm Beach          1018 ICW 
Lake Worth Anchorage        1014.2 
Manatee Pocket Stuart        987.9 
Vero Beach Municipal Marina  951.7 
Eau Gallie Yacht Basin       914 
Kennedy Point Yacht Club     883 
  

Heading South (Part 4 of 4) 
By Michael MacDonald 

We started our north bound trek with Bill Holtzman on Wings. We had met Bill in the Great Dismal Swamp Canal coming south. We ended up splitting up at St. Augustine. Our transmission packed it in and we were delayed two weeks getting it repaired. If we had known the future we would have saved a ton of  money. Once we were under way we seemed to hit the tides with perfect timing, picking up an extra 20 miles free every day. We zipped through Georgia, South Carolina, and North Carolina. 

We were more into travel mode rather than visitor mode. We tried to explore new anchorages whenever possible and made of the trip with very few marina stops.  We did stop at some of our favorite stops, we were traveling fast enough that we nearly caught up with Wings. One day after Bill went up the Virginia Cut, we split off headed toward Elizabeth City and the Great Dismal Swamp Canal. 

Leaving Norfolk we made it into Hampton Virginia and was trying to anchor when the engine started acting very very badly. It failed completely shortly after tying up to the Hampton Roads Marina. 

Places we stayed                        ICW mile marker 
Kennedy Point Yacht Club    883 
Power Basin                 841.7 
Cement Plant                809.1 
Tolomato River              769.5 
Comachee Cove               775.9 
Beach Marine                747.5 
Shellbine Creek             697.5 
Duplin River                649.3 
Herb River (Thunderbolt)    584 
Brickyard Creek             530.4 
Johns Island RR Bridge      480 
Ashley Marina Charleston    469.4 
Minim Creek                 415.4 
Barefoot Landing            354 
Pipeline Canal              311 
Wrightsville Beach          283 
Mile Hammock Bay            244.5 
Spooners Creek              210.5 
Broad Creek                 173.5 
Upper Dowery Creek Marina   132 
Alligator River Marina       84 
Elisabeth City               51 
Goat Island                  44 
Dismal Swamp Visitor Center  28 
Deep Creek Lock              11 
Norfolk VA                    0 

